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HATCH TO RETIRE, 
OPENING SENATE 
PATH FOR ROMNEY 


Utah senator won't 
run for re-election 
despite Trump pleas 
BY JONATHAN MARTIN 


Sen. Orrin Hatch of Utah, 
the longest-serving Senate 
Republican in U.S. history, 
announced Tuesday that he 
will retire at the end of the 
year, rebuffing the pleas of 
President Donald Trump to 
seek an eighth term and 
paving the way for Mitt Rom- 
ney, a critic of Trump’s, to 
run for the seat. 

Hatch made his decision 
public Tuesday afternoon 
via a video announcement. 


Sen. Orrin Mitt 
Hatch Romney 


“When the president vis- 
ited Utah last month, he 
said I was a fighter. I’ve al- 
ways been a fighter. I was an 
amateur boxer in my youth, 
and I’ve brought that fight- 
ing spirit with me to Wash- 
ington,” he said. “But every 
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B® A4- Bachmann might 
run for Senate in Minnesota. 


OUTH KOREA EMBRACES 


NORTH’S OFFER TO TALK 


Trump ratchets up rhetoric after Kim Jong Un’s remark about having a ‘nuclear button’ 


BY CHOE SANG-HUN 


SEOUL, South Korea 

South Korea on Tues- 
day responded to an over- 
ture from the North and 
proposed holding high-lev- 
el talks between the coun- 
tries on their border next 
week. 

North Korea’s leader, 
Kim Jong Un, had sug- 
gested Monday that the 
countries open dialogue on 
easing military tensions 
and on the possibility of the 
North participating in the 
Winter Olympics in the 
South, even as he noted that 
he had a “nuclear button” 


“Will someone ... please 
inform him that I too have 
a Nuclear Button, but it is 
a much bigger & more 
powerful one than his, and 


my Button works! 


999 


President Donald Trump ° Responding via Twitter 
to North Korean leader Kim Jong Un 


on his desk. 

President Donald 
Trump responded some- 
what cautiously to Kim’s 
overture early Tuesday, but 
later in the day the “nuclear 


button” comment drew a 
more robust response. 

In a Twitter message 
posted Tuesday night, 
Trump, referring to Kim, 
said: “Will someone from his 


depleted and food starved 
regime please inform him 
that I too have a Nuclear 
Button, but it is a much big- 
ger & more powerful one 
than his, and my Button 
works!” 

The exchange repre- 
sents a ratcheting up of 
rhetoric, after Trump in re- 
cent months had adopted a 
measured approach to 
North Korea — relative to 
last summer, when he 
warned of “fire and fury” — 
at the urging of his national 
security team. 

The Trump administra- 
tion earlier had sent a series 
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Just a birthday at the beach 


Nora Belverud plays along a low tide in Ocean Beach as she holds a balloon on her fifth birthday Tuesday. As bitterly cold temperatures 
gripped much of the nation on the second day of 2018, balmy temperatures and sunny skies in Southern California made for ideal 
weather to enjoy afternoon low tides along area beaches. Expect temperatures to reach the high 60s along the coast today. 


PROBE OF OFFICIALS 
SLAYING IN MEXICO 
CALLED A ‘PRIORITY’ 


I.B. administrator's 
family says reports 
have been conflicting 


BY SANDRA DIBBLE 


Authorities in the south- 
ern Mexican state of Guer- 
rero said Tuesday that they 
are making a top priority of 
their investigation into the 
shooting death of an Im- 
perial Beach city official 
killed last Thursday while 
vacationing in the resort of 
Ixtapa-Zihuatanejo. 

Doug Bradley worked as 
administrative services di- 
rector of Imperial Beach. An 
avid surfer, he had gone to 
Ixtapa to celebrate his 50th 
birthday, family members 
said. Initial reports in local 
media said he was killed ina 
robbery at 4 a.m., but late 
Tuesday authorities had yet 
to confirm the motive for the 
assault, and reported no ar- 
rests. 

“Here what’s most im- 
portant is to get to the bot- 


tom of this matter and de- 
termine what happened and 
find those presumed re- 
sponsible for this crime,” 
said Roberto Alvarez Here- 
dia, spokesman for Grupo 
Coordinación Guerrero, an 
umbrella for state and fed- 
eral security forces in the 
state. 

Sergio 
Flores, a 
spokesman 
for Guerrero 
Gov. Héctor 
Astudillo 
Flores, said, 

A “The gover- 

Doug nor has 

Bradley asked the 

prosecutor’s 

office to make a priority of 

the investigation and the re- 
turn ofthe body.” 

On Thursday, Bradley’s 
sister is scheduled to meet 
with the state’s attorney 
general, Xavier Olea Peláez, 
when she travels to Guer- 
reroto identify and claim her 
brother’s body. Cheryl Brad- 
ley said she has been getting 
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STEADY FLOW 
ON DAY TWO OF LEGAL RECREATIONAL POT 


BY KATE MORRISSEY 


After a rush of business on the first 
day of legal recreational marijuana 
sales, the flow of customers at San Di- 
ego’s dispensaries remained steady on 


Tuesday. 


Some stores still had lines out the 


door. 


Urbn Leaf in Bay Park served close 
to 1,000 people on Monday, according to 
founder Will Senn. The store did four 
times its normal volume in sales. 

“It was very, very surreal. We’ve 
waited a long time for this,” Senn said. 


“Budtender” 
Jay Frentsos 
helps Donna 
Gladen and 
her husband, 
Michael, 
select a vari- 
ety of mari- 
juana at 
Urbn Leaf. 
Frentsos has 
been working 
in the canna- 
bis industry 
for two years. 


NELVIN C. 
CEPEDA U-T 


F CUSTOMERS CONTINUES 


be a part of history.” 
Though California was the first state 


to allow medical marijuana use, other 
states led the way in legalizing it for rec- 
reational purposes. California voters 
followed up in November 2016 with a 


vote approving Proposition 64, allowing 


dispensaries to sell it to adults. 


Senn noticed that many of the 


“Everyone was excited to be there and 


store’s customers early in the day were 
from out of state and that locals 
showed up later. 

Monday’s customers didn’t mind the 
wait, Senn said. The store offered mas- 
sages and free food to those standing in 
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PROTESTS 
IN IRAN 
AIMED AT 
POLITICAL 
SYSTEM 


Hard-liners and 
reformers are both 
targets of frustration 


BY THOMAS ERDBRINK 


TEHRAN, Iran 

Anti-government pro- 
tests roiled Iran on Tues- 
day, as the death toll rose to 
21 and the nation’s supreme 
leader blamed foreign ene- 
mies for the unrest. But the 
protests that have spread to 
dozens of Iranian cities in 
the past six days were set off 
by miscalculations in along- 
simmering power struggle 
between hard-liners and re- 
formers. 


Iranian 
Supreme 
Leader 
Ayatollah 
Ali 
Khamenei 


By Tuesday, Iran’s lead- 
ers could no longer ignore 
the demonstrations and felt 
compelled to respond publi- 
cly. Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, 
the supreme leader, blamed 
outside “enemies” but did 
not specify who. President 
Hassan Rouhani, a moder- 
ate, appealed for calm while 
saying the protesters had a 
right to be heard. 

But the anger behind the 
protests was directed 
against the entire political 
establishment. 

While the protests that 
swept Iran in 2009 were led 
by the urban middle class, 
these protests have been 
largely driven by disaffected 
young people in rural areas, 
towns and small cities who 
have seized an opening to 
vent their frustrations with 
a political elite they say has 
hijacked the economy to 
serve its own interests. 

Unemployment for 
young people — half the 
population — runs at 40 per- 
cent, analysts believe. 
Meanwhile, Iran has spent 
billions of dollars abroad in 
recent years to extend its in- 
fluence in Iraq, Syria and 
Lebanon. 

The initial catalyst for 
the anger appears to have 
been the leak by Rouhani 
last month of a proposed 
government budget. For the 
first time, secret parts ofthe 
budget, including details of 
the country’s religious insti- 
tutes, were exposed. 

Iranians discovered that 
billions of dollars were going 
to hard-line organizations, 
the military, the Islamic 
Revolutionary Guard 
Corps, and religious foun- 
dations that enrich the cler- 
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FROM THE ARCHIVES 


U-T INDEX 


LOOKING BACK OVER 150 YEARS OF NEWS 


Bw B2- Each day of 2018, the Union-Tribune will mark its sesquicentennial 


with a story and a page from the archives in the Local section. 


Comics C5 Editorial B5 Lottery A4 Scores D4 
Crossword C7 Horoscope C7 Obituaries B4 Television E4 
Dear Abby C7 Letters B5 Stocks C3 Weather A10 
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